
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




VICTORY. BY ALBERT HERTER. EXHIBITED FOR THE VICTORY LOAN 




AMERICA. FREDERIC J. WAUGH. EXHIBITED FOR THE VICTORY LOAN 



Practical Patriotism in American Art 

By Carter Glass, Secretary Of The Treasury 



ART as a constructive force in the 
Jl\ . execution of great inspirational 
tasks of Government has abun- 
dantly demonstrated its power and worth 
ever since the United States entered the 
European war. American artists have 
given invaluable service through the 
mediums of newspapers, magazines, 
posters and other channels traditi- 
onally recognized as habited to the 



work of the artist and, moreover, 
they have broken their old limita- 
tions under the stress of battle. They 
camouflaged the very guns which roared 
the answer of outraged humanity to 
brutal autocracy. They have saved 
countless lives by enabling our trans- 
ports to evade the lurking submarine. 
By the newest development of their 
art they helped to screen the roads 
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over which our soldiers marched to 
victory, from the watching enemy avia- 
tors. They carried their services to 
the very battle front. It is impossible 
to compute the totals of lives saved 
and of property reserved from destruc- 
tion by their skilful 
efforts. 

As a Treasury 
official and a former 
Congressman inter- 
ested in finance, I 
am most familiar, 
of course, with the 
work that artists 
have done for the 
various loan cam- 
paigns. Their co- 
operation with the 
Treasury Depart- 
ment in the prepa- 
ration of artistic de- 
signs in various 
forms was as fine 
and patriotic as that 
of the men of any 
profession. 

The outstanding 
work of the artists 
in connection with 
the loan campaigns 
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was in the preparation of poster de- 
signs. During the five loan drives, ap- 
proximately fifty poster designs were 
used out of upwards of a thousand sug- 
gestions submitted. To the credit of the 
artists of America, the Treasury De- 
partment never was 
called upon to pay 
for or exercise pref- 
erence in any of 
these designs. Art- 
ists ranging from 
unknown beginners 
to the most widely 
heralded men of the 
profession in the 
United States patri- 
otically and unself- 
fishly threw their 
ideas into a general 
hopper with the re- 
sult that the Treas- 
sury Department 
was enabled to 
choose the designs 
which it believed 
would have the 
greatest selling 
value. 

The sacrifices of 
artists who prepared 
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posters for the government's financial cam- 
paigns are not unknown or held lightly by 
government officials. They 
realize full well the sacrifice of 
money and physical comfort 
that many of them made in 
a determined effort to give the 
government the best that they 
had and to give it on time. 

I am sure that other depart- 
ments of the government were given the 
same generous dergee of cooperation that 




the Treasury Department received, and for 
this splendid display of patriotic effort the 
whole civilized world owes 
thanks to the artists of Ame- 
rica. Future history would be 
incomplete without adequate 
recognition of the mighty con- 
crete values which the artists 
of the war wrung from the 
fabrics of their dreams and de- 
voted to the rescue of humanity from 
further bloodshed and sacrifice. 
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